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the same means of requisition. This meant that hunger
combined with the effects of long marches in filling the
hospitals, while plundering became more frequent.
Neither was it always politic for the higher ranks to
enforce authority, since starving soldiers of even the
Grand Army were not a far remove from the desperate.
It was better to give them their fill of fighting, and trust
that to-morrow's route would fend for the knapsack.
Ney was faced with the new prospect of mountain
-warfare, and his study of the ground to be covered led
to the introduction of a force which spread later through
every division of the French Army. This was the attach-
ment of a light infantry company, especially accoutred
for climbing, to each battalion. And when he opened
hostilities at the Pass of Schernitz on November 4th the
utility of these lightly loaded men was readily apparent.
Two forts covered the entrance, with peasants lining the
slopes and rolling fragments of rock as the attackers,
clinging to chance growths and driving a bayonet hold
into crevices, mounted the narrow pathways. Surprise
and daring made up for the rank exposure of such a
system, and Innsbruck was taken on the 5th.
Whilst there Ney was able to wipe off an old score
incurred by the 76th Regiment during its service in the
Tyrol six years earlier. Two of its colours which had
then been captured were found again in the arsenal, and
the Marshal, calling a grand parade, restored the trophies
to the head of the regiment. Of a truth, reflected those
sons of the Revolution, enormities were being corrected.
With the occupation of the Brenner, which was carried
out by Loison's znd Division a -week later, Ney's part
in the Tyrol was practically ended. There were frequent
skirmishes which, indecisive as operations, prevented
him from sharing the glory of that flush which broke
over the Carpathian hills as the immortal Sun of Auster-
litz on December and. From that day's destruction of
the Austrian and Muscovite forces (cwhich English gold
had brought from the ends of the earth', in the phrase
8z